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 „What’s the matter?“ 
 
In his exhibition at SOTAGALLERY, the Austrian pain ter Christian Hofmann presents 
four of his picture cycles. They offer good insight  into the fundamental themes of his 
ouevre. As a representational painter, Hofmann has an open eye for the concrete 
world that the surrounds him. He is attracted by ev eryday objects, such as flags, 
deckchairs or anything out of wood or metal that ha s been discarded and thrown 
away. Just as familiar are images of animals – chic kens, cows and goats – whose 
portraits become a mirror of the human condition. 
 
Dialogues  is the title of a series which – with subtle irony  – explore various aspects of 
animal’s heads.  In the animal portraits of chicken s and cows which Hofmann 
observes during his visits to the countryside, each  creature displays its very own 
individual and unique character. The confrontation of these characters  in the 
paintings hints at subtle emotions and quite human relationships. The viewer 
recognises all too familiar dramas, tragicomedies, worlds of emotions and vanities 
that become grotesque as in the picture of the cock rel who haughtily eyes the 
viewer, convinced and flustered by his sense of imp ortance. In „Menage à Trois“ – 
two bulls and a cow – the background of their relat ionship is subtly adjusted by such 
banal facts like the ID-tags attached to the animal s’ ears. 
 
Fragments  are findings that Christian Hofmann discovers when  he explores his 
surroundings. Things that others ignore, pass by, t hat have been discarded after they 
have fulfilled their original use. These objects ha ve often been lying around for quite 
some time before the artist disovers and claims the m, frequently too late to 
understand what they were actually once used for an d meant to do. What is left 
touches us in the way it is arranged in an iconic c omposition.  
The matter of the materials – weathered wood and ru sty metal – which at some time 
have been handled by human hands, cut, shaped, and painted, stands in an 
interesting contrast to the iconic compositions and  stories that the artist creates with 
them. The works of this series mark a step toward t he abstract  and meditate on 
greater questions of existence.  
 
The series Fabrics  is represented by two paintings:  „Oostende“ and „ At the Seaside“ 
are characteristic in their simplicity. The blue sk y beckons us, but the deckchairs are 
puzzling – do they invite us to sit and enjoy the s un, or do their solid forms and stern 
stripes rebuff us? 
 
With Flags the artist embarks on a theme that appears to brea k away from the 
banality of everyday objects, as flags tend to sign al a sense of symbolic meaning 
and celebration.  Here, however, Hofmann appears to  stress the intrinsic quality of 
the material, turning his attention to the lightnes s and the brilliant colours of the fabric 
and its movement. 
 
Michael Scheriau. 
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DIALOGE 
 



TAUPLITZ Öl/Leinwand 75 x 75 cm 2007 
 



KUH 7788 Öl/Leinwand 35 x 35 cm 2006 



 

BULL 1309/I/II/III Öl/Leinwand 3 x 35 x 35 cm 2007 



FOUR CHICKS Öl/Leinwand 4x/25 x 25 cm 2005 



 

DENN MAN IST SOLANGE TOT Öl/Leinwand 90 x 90 2005 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FRAGMENTE 



AM AUGSTBACH Öl/Leinwand 90 x 75 cm 2007 



RAGMENT PASSION Öl/Leinwand 75 x 75 cm 2005 



FRAGMENT  Öl/Leinwand 75 x 75 cm 2006 



DAS MASS DER DINGE Öl/Leinwand 2x/ 35 x 35 cm 2004 



16 VARIATIONEN Öl/Leinwand 16x/30 x 30 cm 2003 



ICON Öl/Leinwand 2x/30 x 20 cm 2002 



VARIATIONEN RELIKTE Öl/Holz 7x/ 38,5 x 35 cm 2002 



VARIATION I Öl/Holz 38,5 x 35 cm 2002 



VARIATION VII Öl/Holz 38,5 x 35 cm 2002 



MONUMENT DER ARBEIT Öl/Holz 55 x 55 cm 1996 



SOMMERERINNERUNG  Öl/Holz 44 x 45 cm 1999 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

STOFFE UND FAHNEN 



WEYMOUTH Öl/Leinwand 2x/105 x 70 cm 2005 



AM MEER Öl/Leinwand 120 x 120 cm 2006 



KONTERREVOLUTION II Öl/Leinwand 120 x 110 cm 2006 



RUHE VOR DEM STURM Öl/Leinwand 120 x 110 cm 2006 



FAHNEN ALTAUSSEE Öl/Leinwand 75 x 75 cm 2007 



TIBET Öl/Leinwand 120 x 110 cm 2007 



FAHNE I/II/III I Öl/Leinwand 3 x 150 x 30 cm 2007 



0FAHNEN ROTGRABEN Öl/Leinwand 135 x 80 cm 2008 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Christian Hofmann 
 
„zh tkesh hoejh fgoi hoifhj ofidi jlj ij oijh ojh llh h lrhl fjhlifj hldf j höjhfhilfhfhfhj lf hf  oih  
gih odj g d jgofgofojhiij hffj fjhfjhfgji fjifjho i ih ff  igj fj „ 
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CHRISTIAN HOFMANN 
 
 
1957  geboren in Wien 
1979 – 85 Hochschule für angewandte Kunst in Wien 

Meisterklasse für Malerei, Prof. W. Hutter 
1985  Diplom 
2003  Kurator der Ausstellungsserie “Reality Check! ”- 
  Positionen Gegenständlicher Kunst aus Österreich 
  Kurator der Ausstellungen “Tendenzen”, Galerie Ex ner, Wien 
2004  Beginn der Zusammenarbeit mit Emil Herker,    
  Dokumentationsvideo zur Ausstellung  “Reality Che ck!” 
2005 –07 Vorbereitung gemeinsame Ausstellungsprojek te in China, Italien, 

Deutschland, Polen und Österreich.  
  lebt und arbeitet in Wien. 
 
 
Ausstellungen (auszugsweise) 
 
2007 „INSPIRATION SALZKAMMERGUT 07“ 
 Kammerhofmuseum Bad Aussee, Eröffnung am 11. Augus t 2007 
 „PHASE I PHASE II“  
 Künstlerhausgalerie, Eröffnung am 26. Juli 2007 
 „FLAGS & FABRICS“, Sotagallery, Hongkong 
 „MEINE WIRKLICHKEIT“ Kunstverein Passau mit dem OÖ  

Kunstverein 
2006 “WHAT IS THE MATTER” Sotagallery, Hongkong 
  “Emotionale Assoziationen”, Österreichisches Kult urforum 

Mailand, Italien 
2005 Galerie Exner, “Zwischen(T)räume”, Wien 
 Galerie Tummler, „Bonus Tracks“, Schärding 
2004-02 “Reality Check!” Ausstellungsserie in Öster reich 
2001 UNART GALERIE, Villach 
2000 Galerie Mondsee, Oberösterreich 
1999 “Traummalerei”, Museum auf Abruf, Wien 
1998 Kunsthaus Bruck an der Mur 
1997 ART MIAMI, USA 
 KUNST WIEN, Galerie Altmann 
1996 ART MIAMI, USA 
 ART AMERICAS, USA 
 ART FRANKFURT, Deutschland 
 Galerie Aphold, Freiburg, Deutschland 
 KUNST WIEN, Galerie Altmann  


